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NEW YORKER
HOW TO WRITE ABOUT A VANISHING WORLD

Scientists chronicling ecolggical destruction must confront the loss of their life’s work and our planet’s riches.

By Elizabeth Kolbert
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O n a stormy night in 1987, an American herpetologist named Marty Crump was getting ready for bed
when she heard a tapping at her door. This was in the mountains of northwest Costa Rica, where
evening callers were rare. The visitor had braved the downpour to give Crump what counted, in field-

biclogy cireles, as a hot tip: the golden toads had emerged.

Golden toads had been formally described only two decades earlier, by another American herpetologist,
named Jay Savage. In the paper Savage had written assigning the species its Latin name—Bufo periglenes—

he noted that the toads exhibited “the most startling coloration.”

“T must confess that my initial response when I saw them was one of disbelief," he wrote in an otherwise
staid scentific tract. He wondered briefly whether someone had tricked him by dipping “the examples in

ename! paint.”




Lost species




EXTINCTION AND
BIODIVERSITY LOSS

NOT SINCE THE END
OF THE AGE OF
DINDSAURS — THE
GREAT EXTINCTION
AT THE END OF THE
MESDZOIC ERA —
HAVE SPECIES
DISAPPEARED AT
SUCH A RAPID RATE.
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Environmental citizenship

 Conditions and consequences of the active
participation of citizens in local and global

environmental

* Environmental
driven by a be
sustainable po

* Recognising va

challenges
ly aware actions (public or private)

ijef in justice and co-creation of
litics

lue of livable environments,

promoting conservation of resources, and
supporting nature protection and biodiversity




Thylacine in Richard Lydekker, A hand-book to the marsuplialia and monotremata (1896)




NMA exhibit

» National Museum of
Australia, Canberra

» Tangled Destinies gallery










Thylacine

'ho Last Wild
The thylacine (Thylacine cynocephatus)

was a large carnivorous marsupial that
lived in Tasmania's eucalype fore

coastal heathlands, Setders dub
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Andrew Schultz, Endling, Op. 72

ANDREW SCHULTZ

orchestral wWorks

TASMANIAN




Cull,Endling

s for details if you wantineed any of thase things.

Like Comment Share

Our last album, Endling, is now available for download and strearming on
Bandcamp

http://cull bandcamp.com/album/endling
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Paula Taafee,
The Endling (2015)

- e ENDLING

PAULA TAAFFE

5.30pm, Friday 27 November
Hastings City Art Gallery
Plagse join us to celebrate

the opening of The Endling
by artist Paula Taatte

Paula is exhibiting at
Hastings City At Gallery as
Propie’s Choice winner in our
ragiona! show EASTZ014

HASTINGS CITY ART GALLERY

The Endling | Paula
Taaffe

Opening Saturday November 28, 2015.
Hastings City Art Gallery, Hawkes Bay.

Endling is a term used for the last of a species
or subspecies. Featuring a cast of handmade
creatures, this low-fi, stop motion animation is
part poem, part call to action, highlighting a
most dire and immediate issue for us all -
extinction of endangered species.

Date/Time Location
Date(s) - 28/11/2015 Hastings City Art Gallery




Power in words

* Endling named a thing
* People do read the labels!

« Emotional connections to the idea through the
word




Environmental citizenship thru extinction?

e Narrative in a museum -> narrative in art -> new
discourse of extinction

» Recognition of a problem through naming

* Increased environmental awareness (citizenship
prerequisite)

* Artists being environmental citizens through their
activities of art-making




Environmental citizenship as a humanities
role!

e Extinction - the condition of the end of a
species

* Memory - the historical position of that
extinction

 Remembrance - the acts of making that
memory manifest

* Emotions - the feelings that are activated
in the remembrance

Natural
sciences

Environmental
humanities &
arts




Remembering Extinction

http://newnatures.org/extinction/

“Beyond Dodos and Dinosaurs:
Displaying Extinction and Recovery
in Museums”




